Before we get started, | feel it isimportant to understand that this study is being written with the
understanding that 1% Peter, like every other book of the Old and New Testaments, is the inerrant
Word of God — written by man through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. | aso believe that all
the information necessary to live agodly life is found within God's Word. That doesn’'t mean
that lifeis“easy” asa Christian, or that when we fire up a prayer we just flip open the Bible and
the answer will jump right out at us. It does mean that if we earnestly and humbly seek God
(Matthew 6:7-11, 1Peter 5:6) in prayer and in His Word, He will reveal to us Histruthsin His
perfect time, according to His plan, to accomplish His purpose in our lives (Philippians 1:6) ...
just as He did in the life of Peter.

KEYSTO BIBLE STUDY

A. PRAYER

Ask God, Himself, to be your teacher and to guide as you seek to understand what He has
to say. “ Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things freely given to usby God.” 1 Corinthians2:12. Heis
very interested in your growth in faith and your knowledge of Him. Pray with
expectancy. Y ou can be confident that He will reveal Himself through His word.

B. DESIRE

Our lifein Christ is more precious than gold. We must be nourished to be healthy and to
grow. God sword isour spiritual food. 1 Peter 2:2 tells us, “ As newborn babes, desire
the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby.” Many Christians are weak and
starving because they are not reading and personally studying. Jesus said, “ Thou shalt
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”
Matthew 4:4

Aswith any loving Father, God has so much that He wants to teach us. He wantsto
assure, guide, warn, enlighten and encourage. Stop and pray that you will have adesire
(Ps 21:2) and hunger (Matt 5:6) to feast on Hisword (Ps 34:8).

C. COMMITMENT

King David once said, “I will not giveto the Lord that which costs me nothing.” Thereis
absolutely no doubt that there is a price to pay when we commit ourselves to spend the
timefor study. Therewill be days or weeks when many other things will distract us and
viefor our time. Our commitment must be from our heart and given unto God. “ Choose
this day whom you will serve.” Joshua 24:15
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1 PETER
LESSON 1
CHAPTER 1

“Open mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of Thy Word.”
Psalm 119:18

DAY #1

Read 1Peter initsentirety. Try and read it in one sitting in order to get the overal flavor of the
book. Remember to aways pray prior to your study. Ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom, to teach
and revea to you Histruths. Jot down your favorite verse from each chapter and how the Holy
Spirit spoke to your heart regarding your verse.

Chapter 1.

Chapter 2:

Chapter 3:

Chapter 4:

Chapter 5:



DAY #2 Read 1 Peter 1:1 Lesson 1
ABOUT, “PETER, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST”"/AUTHOR OF 1PETER:

According to Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the New Testament, Simon was born in Bethsada,
which is located on the banks of the Sea of Galilee. He was of Jewish descent, a fisherman by
trade, and according to Matthew 8:14 he was married. We know from the Gospels that he had at
least one brother; Andrew. It was Andrew, who having been one of the first along with John the
beloved to follow Jesus, ran to tell Simon about Jesus (John 1:40-42). It was at that time Jesus
changed Simons name to Peter or Cephas also referred to as Petros meaning stone or fragment of
arock. Itisinteresting to note that according to John 1:42 Jesus knew Peter before Andrew
could introduce them. In fact the verse reads; “ Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, “ You
are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas’.

Getting to know Peter, the Fisher of Men

What do the following verses say about Peter’s faith?

Matthew 16:17-19

Matthew 14:28-29

What do the following verses say about his humanity/sinful nature?

Matthew 14:30-31

Mark 14:66

Matthew 16:23

What do the following verses say about his dedication and love for Jesus?

Matthew 26:51

Luke 24:8-12

What do the following verses say about his relationship to Jesus?

Matthew 17:1



Mark 5:37 Lesson 1

Mark 14:32-33

How can you relate to Peter asit pertainsto your Christian walk?

Challenge
Meditate on Ps 139:23-24 and allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart then answer the
following question.

Isthere is room for improvement in any of these areas in your life personally? Take your time
and allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart.

Faith

Humanity
Dedication/love
Relationship

| don’t know about you, but the more | look at the life of Peter the more encouraged | become!
You seg, if God could use aman like Peter, he can also use abig time sinner like me. Now
doesn’t that just bless your heart? Spend some time at the feet of Jesus and ask Him to reveal to
you how he desires to change you into the woman he desires you to be — the woman He desires
to use to bring glory to His name. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “**For | know the thoughtsthat | think
toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
Ephesians 2:10 says, “ *°For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

| can’t wait to see what God has planned for each one of us through the course of this study!
May God bless you as you act in obedience to study His Word.

DAY #3 Read 1 Peter 1:1-2
1) To whom was this written?

If you have abible dictionary or concordance, 1ook up pilgrims #3927.
According to Thayer Dictionary it is, in the NT metaphorically in reference to heaven as the
native country, one who sojourns on earth. (John 15:19)



2)  Who are these pilgrims according to vs. 2? Lesson 1

(Elect #G1586 - picked out, chosen by God)
John 13:18

John 15:16
Acts 22:14
1Corinthians 1:27

3) Notice that Peter, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, names all three members of
the Trinity and states their part in our election.

What part is played in our election by each person of the Trinity according to vrs. 2?
a)

b)

0)

Foreknowledge of God the Father: God knew you before the foundations of the world.
Romans 8:29-30, Psalm 139:16, Ephesians 1.4
...and He chose You!

Sanctification of the Holy Spirit: The setting apart — being made holy — for the work of the Lord
and obedience unto salvation. 1Corinthians 6:11, 2Timothy 2:20-21, Hebrews 10:29
...Hedesires to sanctify you!

Obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Choosing to accept the finished work of
Jesus Christ on the cross for the forgiveness of sin. Joshua 24:15, John 3:16, 18
...Have you chosen to receive God's gift of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ?

**|f the answer to this question is“no” or “I’m not sure” then spend some time with God right
now: Confessyour sin, acknowledge Jesus for Who He is— the Son of God, thank Him for
dieing for YOUR sins, and ask Him to live in your heart today. Now you can be sure of your
salvation through Jesus Christ, Praise God!

All three work together simultaneously having to do with our salvation. The Disciples Study
Bible putsit thisway, “ No human achievement isinvolved in salvation. God took theinitiative
to choose to save us. Through Christ’s blood He saved us. Through the Holy Spirit He works
in our livesto sanctify us or make us holy, obedient to Christ... Such obedienceisthe
disciple sidentifying mark.
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No wonder Peter closes his thought with “Grace to you and peace be multiplied”. By the grace
of God we receive the free gift of salvation. Asyou close your study for today, praise God for
His great gift of grace, and receive His peace which surpasses all understanding and guards your
heart and mind through Christ Jesus.

DAY #4 Read 1 Peter 1:3-12
In this section, Peter sets forth the unique glories of our salvation through Jesus Christ.

1) Notice in verse 3 Peter writes; “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
What 2 attributes of Jesus does this phrase support?

2) Look up:
Lord (G2962)
Jesus (G2424)
Christ (G5547)

Thisisthe full name of God’s Son. Asyou can see, He rules over our hearts, saves usfrom sin,
and is anointed by God exalted to heaven’s highest place.

Peter knows Jesus in an intimate way — thisis evident in how he addresses Him in verse 3. He
believed He was human and God at the same time. He acknowledged He was the anointed of
God, Savior of hissoul, and the undisputed ruler of hislife. Take a moment and prayerfully
examine your relationship with Jesus and write down anything the Holy Spirit putson
your heart.

These same things must be believed by you personally in order for the next half of thisverseto
be applicable in your life.

3) Read the 2" half of verse 3.
a) What has God done for us?

b) By what means has He done it?
C) To what end has it been done?
4) In your own words, what is thisliving hope described in verse 4?
5) Who isthisliving hope for according to verse 5?
As Christians, the bible states in John 10:27-29 that no one is able to snatch us from the Fathers
hand if we are His sheep. As His sheep we can take great comfort in knowing that it is by the

power of God that we are kept unto salvation.

*Challenge: Find at least 1 verse that describes God's power and how it relates to you
personally.
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6) Read vs. 6-9, and James 1:2-4. Comment on atime in your life when you were “grieved
by varioustrials’.

Where you able to rejoice at the time? If so, what enabled you to rejoice (vs. 8)?

What did your trial produce? How did it bring glory to God?

7) What is the end result of afaith that istested and true? vrs9 & James 1:12
Read vrs 10-12: OF THIS SALVATION...

8) The prophets — In your own words, how isit that they only knew in part of this salvation
and how isit that they were ministering to us.

We will end here for today. How incredibleit isto know that we have been saved by grace,
though faith in Jesus Christ and that nothing can separate us from Him (Rom 8:28). Keep your
eyes up and your hearts focused on Jesus as we await His glorious return and the coming of our
salvation! *You know the times in which we areliving. It'stime for you to wake up. Our
salvation is nearer now than when we first became believers. *The night is almost over, and
the day is near. So we should get rid of the things that belong to the dark and take up the
weapons that belong to the light. **We should live decently, as people who livein the light of
day. Wild parties, drunkenness, sexual immorality, promiscuity, rivalry, and jealousy cannot
be part of our lives. “Instead, live like the Lord Jesus Christ did, and forget about satisfying
the desires of your sinful nature. Romans 13:11 (God’ s Word)

DAY #5 Read 1 Peter 1:13-25

1) Look up the following words:
hope (G1679)

grace (G5485)
2) When is this grace, this complete grace to be brought to you?

Our salvation will be complete upon the return of Jesus Christ —when we either meet Him in the
air, or when He comes for us personally. Inlight of this, how are we to beliving? (vs. 14-16)

Consider your own walk, are you living as you ought?

How isit that we are able to do these things? (Romans 1.5, 2 Cor 1:12, Titus 2:11-12)



Lesson 1

3) What are some other things that grace enables us to do?

a) Romans 5:2

b) Romans 12:6

C) 2 Corinthians 1:12

d) 2 Corinthians 4:15

€) Ephesians 1.6

f) Ephesians 2:5

0) Colossians 4:6

h) 2 Timothy 2:1

)] Hebrews 4:16

1) Hebrews 12:28

Spend some time with the Lord as you consider His grace which He desires to pour out
upon you abundantly.

4) Read vs. 17-21
a) Whether you are calling on God the Father for help in trials, praise and adoration,
or an outpouring of grace, Who isit that we are to remember God is?

b) With thisin mind, how are we to conduct ourselves during our pilgrimage?
C) As believers, why are we to fear God according to vs. 18-217?
5) Read Romans 6:1-4, 15-16.

When you accepted the gift of God’s grace in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross, you
became one of the elect; God' s child, heir to salvation, anew creation. Asabeliever you have
choices to make every moment of everyday. To sin or not sin, live righteously or unrighteously,
according to the flesh or according to the spirit. When, as a Christian, we contemplate sin, and
willingly act on it, we are in a sense taking the suffering and death of Jesus for granted, making it
of little or no value. | don’t know about you, but this causes me incredible grief and brings me to
avery humble and fearful place before my God. | praise God for His endless grace and mercy in
my life!

6)  Readvs 22-25-—

Being the elect of God, suffering through trials of various kinds, destined for salvation through
the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross, and walking obediently in the fear of the Lord,
how should we be treating our brothers and sistersin Christ according to verse 22?

How are we able to do this according to verse 23?

All saints, whether rich or poor, currently suffering or in atime of rest, in service or holding
pattern, are loved of equally by God. We are not called to envy someone else for their good
fortune or condemning for someone’ s misfortune. We are not called to jealousy, self pity, or a
holier-than-thou attitude. We are called to love one another with a fervent, unfeigned,
undisguised, without dissimulation (hypocrisy), sincere love. We are called to focus on the
eternal rather than the temporal. When we are able to do that, by the grace of God and the power
if the Holy Spirit, we will be able to have “Joy for the Journey”! May you experience that joy as
you journey through your week with the Lord.
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1 PETER
LESSON 2
CHAPTER 2

“But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious,
Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.” Ps 86:15

DAY #1 Read 1 Peter 2:1-3

1) Therefore... Because you are born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God, what are we to desire according to these verses?

2) What things are we to rid ourselves of ?

3) Look up the following words: (if you don’t have a bible dictionary or concordance you
may use aregular dictionary)

a) malice (G2945)

b) deceit (G1388)

C) hypocrisy (G5272)

d) envy (G5355)

€) evil speaking (G2535)

Malice nourishes antagonism, builds up grudges, and secretly hopes that revenge, harm, or
tragedy will overtake another. Deceit falsifiesincome tax returns, cheats on exams, lies about
age, bribes officials, and pulls shady dealsin business. The hypocriteis a play-actor, pretending
to be someone heis not. He pretends to be happily married when hishome is actually a
battlefield. He pretendsto be spiritual on Sundays but he is as carnal as a goat on weekdays.
He pretends interest in others but his motives are selfish. Envy — bare-faced jealousy. WWomen
can look daggers at others because of their better homes and gardens, smarter clothes, or
superior cooking. A man can praise another fellow’'s new car or speedboat but what he is
thinking is, “ I'll show him. 1'll get something better.” Evil speaking may take very subtle forms
such as: “ Yes, sheisa lovely person but she hasthisonefailing...” and then the knife is deftly
thrust into her back. Or it may even have a religious pose: | mention this only for your prayer
fellowship, but did you know that he...” and then the character is assassinated. The Believers
Bible Commentary

Spend sometimein prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you areasin your life where these
sins have crept in and set up house. Ask God to remove them, all of them so that you will be
able to “ desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord isgracious!”
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DAY #2 Read 1 Peter 2:4-10 and giveit atitle.

1) Compare the following Old Testament verses to the New Testament verses.
a Ex24:12 Matt 5:17, John 1:14
b) Lev24:14-15 Rev 6:10
¢) Duet 4:28 1Peter 2:4
d) Neh4:3 Ps46:1

We know that in Jesus day, some streets were laid in stone. The path we lay our feet to
should be that of Jesus. Stones were used to mark the boundaries of property. Our lives
should be marked with the characteristics of Christ setting us apart in the eyes of the
world. Stoneswere set in the mouths of graves to keep the effects of death encased.
Jesus conquered death and all of its power through His death on the cross and His
resurrection from the dead. To me thisis symbolized beautifully by the rolling away of
the stone on the morning of His resurrection!

2) Vs. 5 sayswe are as living stones, being built up a spiritual house.

If Jesusis THE Living Stone (vs. 4) how isit that we can be called living stones being
built up a spiritual house?

And the temple, when it was being built, was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that no
hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in the temple while it was being built. 1 Kings 6:7

3) The world isthe quarry, we are the stones. What are the hammers or chiselsin your life
that God is using to sculpt you into the perfect stone for His spiritual house?

4) As living stones we constantly rub against one another, knocking rough edges off one
another in the process. Who has God put you right next to in order to smooth your rough
edges?

5) Are you joyfully accepting your situation knowing that He is doing awork in your life,
shaping you for eternity?

Challenge: Asabeliever in Jesus Christ, aliving stonein His spiritual house, you area
priest ableto offer spiritual sacrificestotheLord. What are some spiritual sacrificesthat
you can offer to God which would be acceptable through Jesus Christ? Back up your
answer with scripture.

6) Look up the word cornerstonein adictionary. What is the importance of a cornerstone?
How does this relate to Jesus?

Areyou aligning your life to that of Christ, building your life, your faith on the Rock, the Chief
Cornerstone, Jesus Christ (vs. 6)? Or are you allowing the things of this world to undermine
your foundation, causing you to stumble (vs. 7-8)7?

10
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In closing for today, take some time and meditate on verses 9 and 10. Pay special attention to
the adjectives God uses to describe you. What a privilegeit isto be called a child of God, a
“living stone” in His spiritua house. It never ceases to amaze me when | stop to consider the
depth and breadth of the love that God has for me.

DAY #3 Read 1 Peter 2:11-12

1 After reading these 2 verses, re-write them in your own words — paraphrase if you will.

Again Peter isreminding us that we are not of thisworld. We are strangers, pilgrims, aiens,
having no permanent residency, or right of citizenship. Our permanent home, our citizenship as
Christiansisin heaven. However while we are in these earthen vessels, we are bound to this
world physically and to our sinful nature while our spirits are longing for those things that are
good and Godly. According to Paul, what problem does this create in Romans 7:15-207?

2) What are some of the thingsin your life that you desire to do yet don't? What are some
of the things you desire not to do, yet still do?

Peter, inverse 11, callsthisa“war”. How are weto do battle against the flesh and it’s desires
according to 2 Corinthians 10:3-5?

What are some other ways we can do battle against the flesh and the evils of thisworld? Back
up your answers with scriptures.

11
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3) According to verse 12, and Matthew 5:16, why is our conduct to be honorable among
unbelievers?

What isit in our conduct that causes them to give glory to God?
According to James 2:14-26 what is it that produces good works?

If you are aliving stone, being built up a spiritual house and your Chief Corner Stone isthe
Living Stone, Jesus Christ you will naturally have an outpouring of good works no matter the
circumstance. Good works are a natural byproduct of having a saving faith in Jesus Christ.
Therefore, if aperson professes to have a saving faith in Jesus Christ yet is not producing good
fruit, the question iswhy not? Read Matthew 7:15-20.

When you are going through trials or tribulation or are just in aredlly difficult situation, the
“Gentiles” or unbelieversin your life will be watching to see how you handleit. According to
the following verses, how are we to handle ourselves in these types of situations?

James 1:2
Acts 5:41
1Peter 4:12-16

When we choose to give into the lusts of the flesh or handle Satan’ s attacks in our own power
thus “fleshing out”, our faith is momentarily trapped or boxed in by sin. When our faithis
hemmed in like this God will not produce the good works in the given situation. Asaresult, He
isnot glorified and we have not grown in our faith — in essence we have handed over a
momentary victory to the Enemy. Praise God that when we fail miserably in a particular area,
Heisfaithful to allow as many trials as necessary to alow Him to accomplish Hiswill in our
lives —thus bringing glory to His Name in the end.

Thisiswhy Peter begs us to keep our eyes on the eternal, remembering that we are not of this
world, we are only passing through. And while we are on this journey, we are being watched by
theworld. Inyour daily trials will you reflect the character of Christ, the Chief Corner Stone
even if it means being a stumbling block to the world, or will you conform to the image of the
world? Will your actions give credence to the accusations of the Gentiles or will they be forced
to give glory to God in the day of visitation?

DAY #4 Read 1 Peter 2:13-17

1) Now that we know how to conduct ourselves amongst unbelievers as well as saints, what
isit that Peter isinstructing usto do in verse 13?

Look up the word Submit (G5293)

12
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Submission and humility go hand in hand. Before you can submit to something or someone, you
must first be humble. Thereisno way you can be prideful and submissive at the same time
without hypocrisy. | don’t know about you but this whole idea of submitting to anyone or
anything, especially when | disagree with them is extremely difficult. In fact | can honestly say
that apart from Christ, for meit isimpossible! So, as with everything, we need to look to Jesus
as our teacher in thisdifficult task. Jesus, humbly and willingly submitted Himself to the
government of Hisday. And He did so to the point of death. Although thisis the ultimate
example of humble submission to government, there are plenty more in scripture.

Challenge: Write down examples of Godly people who submitted themselvesto the
authority of their day and what the result was. Remember to include scriptureto back up
you findings.

2) We are told to do this “for the Lords sake”. God placed these rulers over us and because
God has placed them there we are to honor them and submit to their authority (Romans
13:1-2).

When isthe ONLY time we are not to submit to their authority? (Acts 5:28-29)

3) Why, according to verse 15 are we to submit to government?
What should the outcome be?

4) Verse 16 saysthat we are free. And according to Romans 6:14 we are no longer slavesto
sin nor under the law but under grace. Does this mean that we can defy the government
under the guise that we are doing it for God? Read Romans 6:15.

1 Peter 2:16 goes on to say that we are not to use our liberty in Christ as a cloak for vice.
Galatians 5:13-15 says that we are not to use our Christian liberty as an opportunity for the flesh
but rather to serve one another in love.

5) List 2 eventsin your lifetime when Christian liberties were used in a government related
issue and the world impression of that event.
a) Defying authority as a bondservant of God out of love and obedience to God:

b) Defying authority using Christian liberty as a cloak for vice.
13
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When we are submitting to the authority which God has placed over us, or we are acting out of
obedience to God rather than man when asked to act contrary to the Word of God, if done with
the right heart of a bondservant — one of humility and love — the end result will always bring
glory to God and silence the accusations of man. However when done with the wrong heart as a
cloak for vice — one of pride and arrogance — the outcome is devastating, damaging the
credibility of Christianity and ultimately the very name of God.

6) Verse 17 sums it up beautifully. Usethisverse as aguide to write a prayer asking God to
change your heart toward government officials both locally, nationally, and globally.

DAY #5 Read 1 Peter 2:18-25

Peter is now narrowing things down abit. He has gone from submitting to government to
masters. This takes on amore personal note. Hold on to your seats ‘cause it is going to get alot
more personal and closer to home than thigl!

1) According to verse 18, who are we to submit to?

2) Does this apply to you being that you are not a slave nor do you have an earthly master?
(thisisatrick question)

3) Who is your earthly master? (I'll give you ahint. They sign your paycheck)

4) Think of atime when you had areally nice boss. Wasit easy to submit to him/her?
5) Think of atime when you had aNOT so nice boss. Wasiit easy to submit?

God knew the answer to this when He instructed Peter to write this section.

6) What isit that makes suffering under a naughty, or “harsh” boss commendable according
to verse 19 and 207?

7) What would NOT make this suffering commendable? Why?

8) In verse 21, to what have we been called and why?

9) Reread verses 22-23. How should we handle these sufferings?

10)  How long should we have to stand up under such suffering? (vs. 24)

14
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Again, we areto follow the example of Christ in His suffering. We are to prayerfully continuein
our sufferings for aslong as God has us in that situation and persevere with joy in our hearts
until Hiswill has been accomplished in that area. Remember, “ God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the
way of escape, that you may be ableto bear it.” 1 Cor. 10:13.

Christ suffered for you. It cost Him everything in order to redeem you. He was willing to pay
the ultimate price— His very life. He boar the pain and anguish of our sins as the nails were
driven deep in Hiswrists and feet. He took our beating upon His back and face, so much so that
he was unrecognizable as aman. Our penalty was death. He paid it in full. The Good Shepherd
laid down Hislife for you, a sheep that had wondered off and left the fold, knowing there would
come atime when you would choose to heed His call and return to Him allowing Him to forever
be the Shepherd of your soul.

Hedid al thisfor you. How much more, in light of this, we should desire to live for Him. The
sufferings and persecution we go through here in these earthen vessels as aresult of being a
follower of Jesus Christ are nothing in comparison to the sufferings our Lord endured on Calvary
which He joyfully and willingly underwent in order to redeem us, a bunch of no good rotten
sinners whom He loves with an everlasting love.

May thistruth give you ajoy that is contagious to all those you cross paths with on your journey
this week.

15



1 PETER
LESSON 3
CHAPTER 3

“Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing,
But a woman who fearsthe Lord, she shall be praised.” Prov. 31:30

DAY #1 Read dl of 1 Peter 3
1) Re-read vs. 1-6
Who is this section addressed to?

Aswives, or prospective wives, what are we to do (see also Ephesians 5:22-24,
Colossians 3:18)?

Look up submissive/subject to (G5293)
To whom specifically are we to submit?

Just as we are called as citizens to submit to government and as workers to submit to our bosses,

we as wives are now called to submit to our own husbands. Peter stresses here that it makes no

difference whether or not our husband is a believer in Jesus Christ; we are still obligated to
submit.

2) According to the following verses, describe how we are to submit. In other words, what
should the attitude of our hearts be even if dealing with an unbelieving husband or a
husband who, in a particular area, is not walking with the Lord?

1 Peter 3:1-2
Philippians 2:14
Philippians 4:5
Ephesians 5:22
Titus2:4

Colossians 3:17, 23

3) In what areas are we to submit to our husbands according to Ephesians 5:247?

16
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“But suppose a husband interferes with hiswifein her Christian life. What should she do then?
If he requires her to disobey a plain command of Scripture, then she must disobey her husband
and be trueto the Lord. If however, the matter involves a Christian privilege rather than a clear
duty, she should be subject to her husband and forego the privilege.” Believer’s Bible
Commentary

4) What are some examples of “Christian privileges’?

5) How could NOT giving up a Christian privilege when asked to by your husband affect
his relationship with the Lord (especialy if heis an unbeliever)?

6) According to verse 2, why is our obedience of submission combined with Godly attitude
and conduct so important?

God, in Hiswisdom has placed the man over the woman as the head. Just as Christ is head of
the body — His bride, so a husband is the head of hiswife (Ephesians 5:22-24). The world today
encourages women to take on men for equality in every way. Even within the Church, we are
being taught mixed messages from the examples of our leaders. Although in the eyes of God we
are equal, God has made us different physically, spiritually and emotionally. Thereisto be order
within the family just asthereis order in heaven. Each person of the Trinity has Hisrole, if you
will, and we are no different. It isvital for us as Christian women to make evident, through our
actions — actions speaking louder than words (James 1:21-27) - our desire to conform not to the
ways of the world but to the Word of God, not just in the act of Godly submission but al things
pertaining to holiness, no matter how unpopular that might be.

Challenge: Read Titus 2:3-5 and comment on how the Holy Spirit speaksto your heart.

7) Compare and contrast the outward appearance to the hidden person of the heart in verses
3-4.

8) Look up 1 Samuel 16:7. Compare what man sees as important to what God sees as
important.

9) What are you more concerned with, the outward or the inward? Take some time and
consider the areas in your life where God desires to do a make over.
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10)  How does one obtain the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit which is very
preciousin the sight of God (vs. 4) Read Galatians 5:16-25.

How is your walk with the Lord? Are you manifesting the fruit of the Spirit so that when
otherslook at your “outward appearance” they are able to see what is of value to God?
Or arethey only able to see the outer shell, the flesh?

We will end here for today. In closing, consider Sarah, whom the Holy Spirit draws our
attentiontoo invs. 5 and 6. Consider her faith in God, her submission to His perfect will, and
her choice to submit to her own husband, Abraham. What an example of a Godly wife. May
God give you the grace to submit in mind and spirit to your husband this week knowing that it
brings glory to Him when we act in faith and obedience to His Word.

DAY #2 Read 1 Peter 3:7

1) What isit that God requires of the Godly husband? (Read also Ephesians 5:25-29)

Looking at this as awhole, wives submit to your husbands as unto the Lord and husbands love
your wives as Christ loves the church, it isabeautiful circle. Perhapswhen we are looking at
our wedding bands, we should keep thisin mind and rather than focusing on whether or not our
husband is doing what he ought, we should be praying for the grace to do what we ought in the
sight of God. God will take care of our husbands. He certainly doesn’t need our help!

2) In this verse we are called “the weaker vessel”
Look up vessel (G4632)

Look up the following verses and comment on what they say about “vessels’

Jeremiah 18:4-6

Romans 9:12

1 Thessalonians 4:4

2 Timothy 2:21
Men and women, saved or unsaved are all vessels created by God, some for honor and some for
dishonor. Thisis Gods choice and we as his creation have no right to question. He has chosen to

create women as “weaker” vessels. This does not mean women are intellectually, morally, or
spiritually inferior.
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3) Let’slook at some examples that scripture provides.

a) Eve Genesis3:1-6
In a nut shell, describe the scene.

Satan tempted Eve and not Adam for areason. According to John Courson’s Application
Commentary on the New Testament, Eve’ s weakness stems from her innate desire for
spirituality. Satan seduced Eve — not to party, but to be more spiritual. Eve was the weaker
vessel in the sense that she was more vulnerable to Satan’ s suggestion that she eat of the fruit of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in order to be more like God.

Has Satan ever tempted you in the area of spirituality?

Would Spiritual guidance from your husband, (or other male spiritual leader in your life) have
helped ward off the temptation?

b) Martha: Luke 10:38-41
In a nut shell, describe the scene.

Satan here attacks Martha through her emotions. Marthais so caught up with the temporal that
shefailsto see the eternal value of what her sister Mary isdoing. Asaresult, she givesinto her
emotions of frustration and self absorption and finds herself missing out on the blessings Jesus
desired to give her and instead received the gentle rebuke of her Lord. How often, as aweaker
vessel have | gotten myself into an emotional tizzy only to have my level headed husband
lovingly show me how to make sense out of the mess | had created in my weakness?

Have you, like Martha, ever missed out on Spiritual blessings as aresult of unwittingly allowing
Satan to manipulate your emotions?

C) Think of as many things as you possibly can that men can do better than most
women due to physical limitations of size and strength:

Isit no wonder that we are called the “weaker” vessel? We ought to look at this in the same way
we looked at the illustration of the wedding band pertaining to our behavior as husband and wife.
Our half of the band this time is gentleness, meekness, frailty, femininity while the husbands half
is strength, security, understanding, masculinity. When put together they make a perfect circle.
Why mess with perfection by trying to be something God never intended us to be.
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4) How does God view both husband and wife in this verse?

It should make no difference to us what the world thinks about these differences. In God' s eyes,
looking at things with an eternal perspective, we are heirs together — equal when pertaining to the
eternal and to be treated as such by our spouse in marriage. God did not give us these
differences for usto lord them over each other. On the contrary, He gave them to usto
complement each other, compl ete the areas where oneislacking. God possess al the qualities of
both men and women. After all, we were al created in the image of God. How beautiful it must
be to Him to see these qualities and attributes come together to make one flesh when aman and
women are joined together in marriage!

5) What happens when there is a breakdown, when sin cregps into this marital relationship
according to the end of thisverse?

What are some of things that can contribute to the prayers of your husband being
hindered? (Use 1 Peter 3:1-7 as aguide for your answer)

6) What part can you play, as a Godly wife, to insure that your husband’s prayer lifeis
unhindered? (Before you answer this question, meditate on 1 Corinthians 13)

To the wife of the believer: Spend some quality timein prayer with your husband this week.
Ask God to give you the grace to be the Godly, submissive wife that He desires you to be, that
will strengthen and edify your husband enabling him to be the man that God has called him to
be.

To the wife of the unbeliever: Spend time with the Lord daily, asking for His strength and grace
to be the quiet, submissive wife he has called you to be. That by your Godly conduct, your
husband might come to know the Lord and give hislifeto Him.

To the Godly woman desiring to be awife: Pray daily for the man that God has chosen for you.
Pray that God would grow you spiritually, preparing you for the time when you are married that
you may be that Godly, submissive wife — ablessing to your husband.

DAY #3 Read 1 Peter 3:8-12

1) In light of what we have studied so far, who is Peter referring to when he says “all of
you’?

Vs. 8 stresses again the importance of born again believers being of one mind. Thisis not to say
that we are to agree on everything. That would be impossible, not to mention boring. Heis
reminding us that we are of one spirit, united in Christ. We areto act asonein love, following
the example of Christ regardless of the situation.

2) According to verse 8, what should this unity in love produce?
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Verse 9 implies that the previous things talked about (different areas of submission) will cause
times of trial and tribulation.

3) Go back and review the areas we have looked at pertaining to submission (government,
bosses, spouse). What are some trialg/tribulations that might arise from this?

4) According to vs. 9 how are we to handle ourselves when God allows atrial in one of
these areas, or any other for that matter?

What are some of the practical and spiritual benefits one might receive when dealing with
these types of situationsin agodly manner?

5) According to the following verses, what should one do if heisto love life and see good
days?
Vs 10
What do these passages say about it?
James 1:26

Psalm 34:13
Proverbs 10:31-32
Vs 11
What do these passages say about it?
Psalm 37:27
Romans 12:18-19
Hebrews 12:14-15
Vs. 12
What do these passages say about it?
John 9:31
Psalm 34:15
Job 36:7
6) Are your days good? Areyou loving life? Spend some time before the Lord. He knows

your heart. Write down anything that the Holy Spirit reveals to you during this time of
reflection.
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Jesus says in John 10:10 “| have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.” Thisabundant lifein Christ is ours for the taking, but we can’'t receive it unless we
submit our lives to Him completely and act in obedience to His Word. Refrain your tongue, turn
away from evil, and pursue peace. The Lord is has His eyes on you, beloved, attentively
listening to your prayers.

DAY #4 Read 1 Peter 3:13-17
Peter is continuing on from verse 12. Knowing that the God of the universe is watching you and
His ears are open to your prayers, who could possibly harm you if you are afollower of what is
good?
1) Look up Follower (G3402)
2) Look up (G18) good
In light of Romans 7:18, Genesis 6:5 and Genesis 8:21 who is the only one we could possibly
imitate who is GOOD?
3) If we areimitators of Christ, abiding in Him, who can harm us?

1John 4:4

Matthew 10:28

Revelation 2:10
We all have heard of believers both in biblical and present day who were “harmed” physically
for their belief in Jesus Christ. Therefore we know that by “harm”, Peter is referring to the
eternal, not the temporal.

4) What are some of the blessings you receive if, for righteousness sake you suffer?
Remember to back up your answer with scripture.

5) When we suffer tempora harm, how are we NOT to react according to the end of verse
14?

6) What 2 things can we do which will which will keep our heart from being afraid and
troubled in times of suffering?

7) Read al of Psalm 119. What is the key to having the Lord sanctified in our hearts as well
as always being ready to defend our faith in Jesus Christ?
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8) How should we defend our faith according to vs. 15?

9) Why is our attitude and conduct so important according to vs. 16?

Peter continues to stress the importance of having a Christ like walk while on our journey here
on earth in these earthen vessels. Aslong as we are identifying ourselves with Christ, we are to
continue modeling His behavior in all we do.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Write down the attributes of Love.

Read Galatians 5:22-23. Write down the byproducts of Love.

According to 1 John 4:8 who is Love?

10)  What should our motivation be in every situation including suffering and dealing with
those who are causing the suffering?

11)  How would following Christ’s example of love and exhibiting the characteristics and
byproducts of love change the way you look at and react to trial§/sufferingsin your life?

Read verse 17. Jesus never suffered for wrong doings, it was always for doing good — doing the
will of the Father. Our desire should be that the sufferings we endure are as aresult of our
obedience to the Father, for “ ...it is better...” to suffer for good than as aresult of sin.

DAY #5 Read 1 Peter 3:18-22

Christ suffered for sin, once... the day He was crucified. But He didn’t suffer for Hisown sin —
He was, after all, sinless. He suffered for your sinsand my sins... the sins of every human being
who ever was, is, or will be born on this earth. The Just for the unjust, to be the bridge spanning
from earth into heaven reconciling us to the Father. By the power of the Holy Spirit, He was
raised, and by this same Spirit He went and preached to the spiritsin prison.

1) According to verse 19 and Ephesians 4:9, where did Jesus go after His death and prior to
revealing Himself to His followers?

23



Lesson 3
2) Read Luke 16:22-26. There were two sidesto this“prison”. What 2 types of people
were there and describe the sides they were on.

“ And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things He may have the preeminence.” Colossians 1:18

“...and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the
kings of the earth.” Revelation 1:5

None of the Old Testament saints could have risen from the dead to an eternity with the Father
until after Jesus had conquered death through His death on the cross and resurrection. He was
thefirst to rise, ushering in the saints of old to their homein glory!

3) Which spirits did Jesus preach too according to verse 20?
The Greek term translated spirits can refer to human spirits, angels, or demons,
4) From what time frame were these spirits from according to verse 20?

5) According to Genesis 6:1-4, who are these “ spirits’ of disobedience during the time of
Noah?

When Jesus descended into “prison”, or hell, there could be no doubting His victory over death.
(Isaiah 25:8,). Although Scriptureis silent asto what, exactly, Christ preached, we can be sure
that He made it abundantly clear that He, Jesus Christ, Son of God had paid the price for His
elect and there was nothing that could change that! (Romans 8:33-35; 38-39)

6) Arethere any old sinsin your life that Satan keeps bringing up in hopes to make you feel
unworthy of the love of Christ?

Confess them and hand them over to the Lord Jesus once and for al. Pack up the baggage, set it
outside, close the door and allow God to remove it. Don’'t keep checking on it to seeif it isgone
yet!l God will be faithful to remove from your life those things which you give Him. This
includes guilt, sadness, anger, resentment, unforgiveness... what ever. Nothing istoo hard for
Him.

Satan has no power over you except for that which you give him. Jesus has over come death and
the power of the Devil (Hosea 13:14). His payment for you was madein full. * ...Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers
having been made subject to Him.” 1 Peter 3:22. Thisisyour God. Thisisthe same Who
sacrificed everything just for you, because HE LOVES YOU! Spend some time and just praise
the Lord for His great Mercy!
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CHAPTER 4

“Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heisanew creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.” 2 Cor. 5:17

DAY #1 Read dl of 1 Peter 4
1) Re-read verses 1-2. What isthe mind of Christ here that Peter is speaking of ?

Philippians 2:3-8

He (Jesus) is your proper pattern; have the same disposition he had; the same forgiving spirit,
with meekness, gentleness, and compl ete self-possession (self-control). (Adam Clark’s
Commentary onthe N.T.)

2) Think back over the past few weeks. Has Jesus been your pattern in daily living?
Have you had His forgiving Spirit toward others?
Have you been meek and gentlein spirit?
Have you had “complete” self-control (thoughts, words and deeds)?

3) When presented with a choice, sin or suffering which do you choose?

In order to choose suffering over sin, you must have the mind of Christ.

“When a believer deliberately chooses to suffer persecution as a Christian rather than to
continue in a life of sin, he has ceased from sin. This does not mean that he no longer
commits acts of sin, but that the power of sinin hislife has been broken. When a man
suffers because he refuses to sin, heis no longer controlled by the will of the flesh.”
Believers Bible Commentary

4) What is the result of being armed with the mind of Christ and are no longer controlled by
the will of the flesh? (vs. 3)
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5) Compare lifein the flesh to life in the Spirit (old man verses new man), and comment on
the following scriptures.

Ephesians 4:17-24

Colossians 3:1-17

6) Read verse 4. List some of the victories Christ has had in your life as aresult of making
Him Lord and becoming a new creation in Him?

7) How were you criticized or brow beaten by former friends, co-workers or family
members as aresult of your changed life?

In these situations, it isimportant to remember to arm ourselves with the mind of Christ. We are
not judge, jury or executioner. God is! Although unbelieversthink they are free to do or say
whatever they want, they are greatly mistaken. There are consequences for their actions. One
day they will stand defenseless before God and give an account. (Revelation 20:11-15)

God knows that we as believers will suffer persecution for Jesus sake. Read and comment on the
following verses.

Philippians 1:29

2 Thessalonians 1:5
1Timothy 4:10

2 Timothy 3:12

And for this reason, because we have been and will continue to be persecuted for our faithin
Jesus Christ, God, while we were yet sinners, preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ to us that
regardless of what man might do to us, we would be able to live alife victorious in the Spirit.
Even if persecuted unto physical death, our souls will live on victoriously in heaven with Christ
forever! May thismultiply thejoy God has placed in your heart asyou continue your study
thisweek.
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DAY #2 Read 1 Peter 4:7-11

Peter saysthat “the end of all thingsisat hand”. Inthe midst of your current situation, trial,
suffering etc. this should bring joy to your heart!

1)

2)

As believers, how are we to expect “the end” or Jesus coming for His church to happen,
and how are we to bein light of this?

Matthew 24:36-44

Mark 13:32-37

Luke 17:34-36

Luke 21:25-28

Knowing that we all suffer trials and tribulation, and that Jesus is coming back SOON,
how are we to act toward our brothers and sistersin Christ according to verse 8?

Theword for “love” hereis Agape. Agape loveis the perfect love which God has for his
children. Describe in your own words this kind of love.
** CHALLENGE** SUPPORT YOUR ANSWER WITH SCRIPTURE

Loving our brothers and sistersin Christ with this AGAPE love by no means excuses sin or
allows sin free reign within the Body. Sin has consequences and the only way to be pardoned of
sinisthrough the shed blood of Jesus Christ. It does however, mean that old sins are not be
drudged up, stirred around or aired out — they are to be forgiven and forgotten. In fact, we
should go so far as to be kind toward their imperfections and charitable toward their faults
allowing love to cover them up so that what we see is what God sees.
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Read verses 9-11

3) How can we manifest this Agape Love according to these verses? Give a practical
example for each one.

4) What is the key, the “how” in each of these areas which ensures that God will be
glorified?

5) What kind of gifts are these, where do they come from?

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

6) Why does the Holy Spirit give these gifts to the saints?

Ephesians 4:11-12

7) How are they to be used?

1 Corinthians 14:26-33, 40

When we administer the gifts which the Holy Spirit has given us, our desire should always be
that God receive ALL theglory.

Aswe step out in faith to minister to those around us who are struggling, God will fill us with
His grace, allowing usto lift up, edify, encourage them regardless of our own circumstances.
Keep your eyes focused on Jesus, not on the cares of this world and watch with amazement as
He opens up doors for you to minister to the hurting sheep of His pasture.
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DAY #3 Read 1 Peter 4:12-16

Peter, once again, turns our attention to “suffering”. Just as we can expect to suffer trials and
persecution for our Godly conduct in our community, our job, and our marriage, we are to expect
Satan’ s attacks when we alow the Holy Spirit to use us as vessels to poor out and administer His
giftsto the saints.

1) How are weto view these trials?

2) What kind of trials is Peter speaking of here?

3) What is the purpose of these trials?

4) Look up Fiery (G4451)

Explain in your own word what the Holy Spirit is saying here. Use an illustration from your own
lifein which God “refined” you through a*“fiery trial”.

5) According to verse 13, greater trials should produce more what?

6) Why should greater trials produce more joy?

The more like Christ we become, the harder Satan will try to stop usin our tracks. The harder
Satan attacks, the closer we will draw to Jesus. The Closer we draw to Jesus, the greater the
impact we will have for the Kingdom of God in our community, family, and church body. The
more we are walking in faith and obedience to God the harder Satan will attack. Do you see the
circle? Do you see how God uses these fiery trials that Satan provides to purify and strengthen
us? Do you see Who is ultimately in control ??

With every fiery trial God allows you have a choiceto make. Will you ask “Why me?” Or
will you embraceit asa necessary part of spiritual growth?
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Spend some time with Jesus as we close today’ s lesson. Y ou don’'t need to talk, you don’t need
to strive for the right words. Just sit and rest in the arms of our loving Savior. Listen, He wants
to speak to you, to give you peace and comfort — He wantsto love you... let Him.

DAY #4 Read 1 Peter 4:16-19

1)

2)

3)

4)

Come up with as many trials as possible which could be as aresult of living alife after
Christ.

Who is seeking, desiring to initiate (not the one who allows) these trials in the lives of
believers?

Job 1:1-12

1 Chronicles 21:1-8

Luke 22:31

The“time” Peter isreferring to isthat of the Church Age - in other words from the time
of Pentecost (the birth of the Church), until the Rapture. During this“time’, who is being
judged first?

How isit that we, the Body of Christ, are being judged here on earth? (understand that
the word “judge” here does not mean condemn. It isreferring to the act of being tried as
inacourt of Law.)

Who then, is this one who is judging us, or accusing us — bringing us to judgment?
Revelation 12:10

Ephesians 2:1-3

Zechariah 3:1-5
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5) Do these judgments have eternal consequences?
Matt. 10:28, Romans 8:1, Romans 8:18

6) How does our temporary judgment by the world, in the world, by the prince of the world
differ from that of the unbeliever who will be judged by the Lord Jesus Christ on his
appointed day for al eternity? (Revelation 20:11-15)

Does that help put things into the proper perspective? It doesfor me! It isonly by my belief in
Jesus Christ, Son of God and Him crucified for the forgiveness of my sins which sets me apart
from the rest of the sinnersin thisworld. | am no better or worse, it’sjust that | have Jesus.
The judgmentsin this world are temporary — they mean nothing in light of the eternal. | simply
praise God for His grace. | know that when | stand before Him, | will not be judged based on
my works. | will be judged according to the finished work of Jesus Christ. | will be judged on
His righteousness, not my own. Praise God!

7)  When we as Christians are judged according to sinful standards and suffer tridlsas a
result, what, according to verse 19, are we to do?

8) Read 1Corinthians 10:13 and Romans 8:28. How do these verses give you comfort in the
midst of trials, knowing that you serve a FAITHFUL God?

Spend some time praising God for the trial you are in knowing that He is refining you, growing
you, working things out in your life that will only strengthen you and draw you into a deeper
relationship with Him, the Lover of you soul.

DAY #5

In light of everything you have studied so far, how has God changed your heart in the following
areas?

Trias
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Suffering

Living before the world

Serving/Utilizing your Spiritual Gifts

Submission

Any other areain which God has touched your heart during this study

Write a prayer from your heart — between you and the Lord — thanking Him for the changes He is
making in your life to draw you into a closer relationship with Him.

May the Joy of Jesus permeate every aspect of your life this week as you continue your journey
inthe Lord.
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CHAPTER S

“For theword of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow,
and isa discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart..” Hebrews 4:12

DAY #1 Read dll of 1 Peter 5

1) What verse or verses did the Holy Spirit cause to “jump out at you” in this chapter?

2) Write the verse out. Commit it to memory. Meditate over it. Write down what the Holy
Spirit revealed to you regarding this verse during your time of prayer and meditation.

DAY #2 Read verses 1-4

“Peter understood that fiery trials would begin at the house of God (4:17). He also knew that
the house of God had better bein order. That iswhy herein chapter 5, he ends his letter
talking about the leaders and structure of the church.” Jon Courson’s Application
Commentary New Testament

1) To whom is this section addressed?

Look up elder (G4245)
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Keeping with the context of Scripture, we know that Peter here is addressing the spiritually
mature men within the body of believers. We aso know, according to Thayer’s Greek
Definitions and other commentaries that the NT uses the term bishop, elders, and pastors
interchangeably.

2)

3)

4)

What are some of the responsibilities of an elder (bishop, pastor, overseer)?
Acts 20:28; 1Peter 5:2

1Tim. 5:17; Titus 1:5

Eph. 4:12-13; 1 Tim. 3:2

Acts 20:17

James 5:14

What in Peter’ s life demonstrated his responsibilities as far as being an elder in the early
church?

John 21:17

Matthew 19:28; Rev 4:4
Acts 3:11-16

Acts 8:14

Acts 3:1-7; Acts 6:4

According to 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, what are some of the qualifications of being an
elder?

Understanding that the position of elder/pastor/bishop within the church is only to be held by
men is very important. However thisis not to say that as women in the church we can't glean
from what is being taught in this section of scripture. According to the following scripture, what
are some of the things women should be doing within the church body?

Acts 1:14

Acts 16:13-15

Philippians 4:3
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Titus 2:3-5

Going back to 1Peter 5, Peter’ sinstruction to elders to “ Shepherd the flock” is the same as Jesus
command to Peter —“Feed my sheep”. Thisisacommand for us aswell.

5) Who are the sheep that God has placed in your pasture?

6) List some practical ways you can shepherd those sheep.

7) How are we to shepherd according to verses 2 and 3? Give some examples of how you
can do this.

8) Describe our Good Shepherd — our perfect example —in your own words according to
John 10:14-18.

9) When the Chief Shepherd returns, what isit we will receive (vs. 4) if we have shepherded
the flock as spelled out in the previous verses?
Crown (G4735)
Glory (G1391)
10)  What does this mean to you?
So many times we feel asif our efforts, our “works’ are going unnoticed. Not so! Although the
world may not understand why we do what we do, or even care that we are doing them, our

Chief Shepherd does! According to Matthew 6:1-6 God sees the things we do and the rewards
He hasfor us are eternal! May this eternal perspective bring you joy in the coming week.

DAY #3 Read verses 5-7
1) Who is Peter addressing in the first part of verse 5?
(remember that we are speaking of spiritual maturity)

2) What is he telling them to do?
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3) While the elders are shepherding by example and the younger sheep are following in
submition, what should the attitude of ALL be?

4)  Why?

Proud (G5244)

Humble (G5011)

Pride and humility cannot coexist. It isimpossible.
CHALLENGE: Give an example of aprideful act and its counterpart humility

(ex:  beingthe* expert” in any given situation — dominating a discussion
vs. James 1:19a being quick to hear and slow to speak, or Philippians 2:3 putting others
above myself doing nothing out of selfishness.)

5) Before we can humble ourselves to others within the body (or anyone else for that matter)
to Whom must we humble ourselves first? (vs. 6)

6) When we humbl e oursel ves before God, what does that allow Him to do for us? Read
verse 6 and 7 and rewrite it in your own words.

When we humble ourselves, submitting to God and others, trials are likely to follow. | know for
me, it seems anytime | am called to be humble and submit, the sin of prideislurking just around
the bend. When these trials and temptations raise their ugly little heads, and we begin to stress,
struggle and squirm on the inside, what is it we are to do? (vs. 7)

Why?

While we are continually humbling ourselves before the Lord, knowing that in His perfect time
He will lift us up and out of whatever trial we might be going through, we are to continually cast,
throw upon, place upon Jesus every fret, anxiety, stress etc knowing that he cares, is concerned,
interested in everything in our lives. Why? Because He loves you!
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DAY #4 Read verses 8-11

While we are handing over our cares to the Lord, we must be careful not to become over
confident or lax in our day to day living.

1 According to verse 8, how are we to be?
Sober (G3525)
Vigilant (G1127)

2) WhatI are iome areas in your personal life where you need to be more “sober” and or
“vigilant™~

3) Why are we to be sober and vigilant according to verse 8?

What is Satan trying to keep us from —what does he want us to miss out on as aresult of
not being sober and vigilant according to 1 Thessalonians 5:1-107?

4) How are weto be vigilant according to verse 9a and Colossians 4.:2?

5) At the end of verse 9, what encouragement does Peter give us?

6) Prayerfully go back through the things God calls us to do in Chapter 5. Briefly list al the
areas in this section that you fall short in.

7) Now, write out the first 7 or so words of verse 10.

Look up the following verses, focusing on “ but God” and comment on the hope that is
provided in those 2 words.

Acts7:9
Acts 13:29-30

1 Corinthians 1:26-27
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1 Corinthians 10:13

Ephesians 2:3-7

Philippians 2:27
Thisisthe god you serve. A God of grace, mercy and love Who sought you out while you were
still asinner and called you to Himself, His eternal glory through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus
Christ.
BUT GOD...
8) How long is our suffering (vs. 10)?

9) According to James 4:14 how long is our pilgrimage here on earth?

While we are suffering for alittle while in thislife that is but a vapor in comparison to eternity,
what is God going to accomplish through our trials according to verse 10?

Look up the following words and then spend some time with Jesus praising Him for the work He
isdoing in your life.

Perfect (G2675)
Establish (G4741)
Strengthen (G4599)
Settle (G2311)

To Him bethe glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen

DAY #5 Read verses 12-14

1) What isit that you stand for?

Think back to Peter in the courtyard when he was questioned by the people while Jesus was
standing trial. What was his response then?

Look back over your Christian journey, how have you grown in your ability to stand for Jesus no
matter what the world might throw at you?
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2) How was Peter able to stand now, exhorting a suffering church and testifying of Jesus
Christ according to verse 12?

It is by this same grace that we are able to stand for Jesus in what we do, how we act, where we
go, and what we say regardless of the trial we are facing.

It isby this grace, God’'s grace that we are bound together as a spiritua family.
3) What isthe “feeling” Peter is emphisising in these last 2 verses?
4) In light of this and everything else we have studied in 1 Peter, what should our attitude

towards others, especially the brotherhood of believers be regardless of temperal
conditions?

5) Read Petersfinal benediction (14b). Write it down, memorize it, take comfort in it.
Look up the following verses and comment on what is going on and the significance of
God' s peace.

a) Mark 4:39

C) John 14:27

d) John 16:33

€) John 20:19-20

f) Philippians 4.6-7

“Peaceto you all who arein Christ Jesus.” Itisatranquil word to use with storm-tossed
saints, who are enduring affliction for the name of Christ. Jesus whispers peace to His blood-
bought flock as they suffer for Himin the midst of a turbulent society. Believer’s Bible
Commentary

May this peace, which only God can provide, beyours...

“ ...Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of
glory, receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your souls.” 1 Peter 1:8-9
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